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the Medica. officer of Health for the Year 1959. 


Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 
To che Chairman and Membera of the Williton Rural District Council, 
N AS my privilege to present bo you my 14th Annual 

Report upon the Health and Sanitation of your District. 

anna The District extends over an area of 97,000 acres and 
for about 32 miles. along the shores of the Bristol Channel. 

The population of the District is estimated at 12,400 

and the estimated number of inhabited houser is 3626, 


The rateable value is 2,402 and the sum of 


R52 - 7 - 6 is represented by one penny rate. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


me Registrar General's Return shows 179 births of which 89 were 
males and 90 females. 

The birth rate is therefbre 14.43 per 1000, compared with 11.51 of 
last year. 

The Registrar General's Return of deaths shows 144, (72 males and 
72 females), and thia gives a death rate of 11.61 per 1000, compared 
with 13.70 of last year. 

The number of deaths of Infants under one year were 7, which gives 
an Infant Mortality of 39.1 compared with 51.09 of last year. 

No women died in consequence of childbirth. 

There were no deaths from Measles, Whooping Cough, Scarlet Fever or 


Diphtheria. 
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There is an Isolation Hospital, known as the Minehead and willi ton 
Hospital, where cases of Infectious Diseases, (other than Small rox) 
which cannot be satisfactorily isolated at home are sent. 

There is a Steam Disinfsctor where all bedding and clothing can be 
disinfected, and a motor ambulance provided, in which infectious 
cases can be removed from their homes to the Hospital. 

The County Authorities have a Small Pox Hospital at Folden Hills 

to which any case occuring in the District can go. 

The County N a Tuberculosis Dispensary at Minehead at which 
Dr.Short the County Tuberculosis Officer or Dr. Hartyn the Assistant 
Tuberculosis Officer attends every Thursday, and to mich ail 
residents in the District can go for examination. 

A Lady Health Visitor visits every known case and reports upon it. 
Care Committees have been formed in the District, who, when necessary 
provide extra nourishment in needy cases. 

In needful cases a shelter is provided en the reccommendation of the 
County Tuberculosis Officer. 

There is no Institution in the District which provides for unmarried 
Kothers, Iliegitmate Children or Momeless Children, other than the 
Public Assistance Institution. 
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Infectious Diseases. Number of Cases Notified. Removed to — 


arlet . * ts we) OAR ce Koad th a n 
e118. 85 1 
Biers Western cages 


f eral Fever. 
Pneumonia. . leer ud erde 
Encephalitis Letlargica. 
Acute Poliomyelitis.  . 
Ovthslmic Nesnatorium. 
Rd pyrexia. 
nerperal Sessis. 
Cc rebro- Spinal Meningitis... 


Brysipelas. — CO aa 3 
Tetale wroxpAOiosis. _ 15 Wil 
Searlet Pever. No area was chiofly effected, and the cases were of a 


mila Big, ire“ r- d Sets Bunte being 1.59 per 1,000, 
whilst this District was.6 per 1, 000. 
Diphtheria. One esse of Dightheria was notified during the year. The 


rate of the whole Country being 1.14 per 1,000. 
10. 
AE of Diphtheria anti- Toxin is kept by the M. O. H., and can be 


iel at any time when required, and in doubtful cases, swabs are 
855 1 
sent to the County Laboratory for examination, 
8 N 


Neither the Selriek nor the Dick Test has been used in this District. 


ee 


Pneumonia, one case of ‘neumonis wag gotified during the year. 


‘he ee 
Puerseral Fever, Puerperal. pyrexia; Puerperal fepi Cohthalmia 
Neonatorium. mere were no e ses durlug the year. 


Arrange: ente N mer, eral cage are made by the County 
Priva bi pohaly. va. | 


authorities AB _ Tollows£~ 


Hospital, Class of Cases Adwitted. 
Bristol . Infirmary | O. H. Fe. & P.. 
Bridgwater Hosoi tak > g 9 P. Be Re P. F Le 
Wells & District Cottage Hospital Oot nt Baten nit ae 
Yeowi ll. mat Dist riet Hosp! 0. . P.. &e Pals 
Taunten Isolation Hospital C. X. 
Chard & District Hospital P. F. & P. P. 
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Nurses. 

Application is made by the Doctor in charge of the case 
direct to the County Medical Officer of Health for a nurse for 
Ophthalmia Neonatorium cases. 

For cases of Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia, vaually the nurse 
associated with the case is retained, but in special cases a fully 
trained nurse in addition is sent, if application is made direct,.to 


the County Medical Officer of Health explaining the special necessity. 


in thi ras yi . TUBERCULOSIS. 
New Cases ) 3 Dea tus. 


Age periods. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. Pulwonary. Non- pulmonary. 
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Private enterprise is chiefly den for pipe borne water in mast 
of the villages in the District, the District Council being responsible 
for comparitively few. 

For instance, there are private water supplies in 14 villages, in 11 
Villages the supply belongs to the District Council, leaving 7 without 
a piped water supply. 

By an arrangement with. the county authorities, the Public and Private 
Water Supplies are periodically examined, by this means a defective 


supply can soon be discovered. 
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\ 
Most of the 7 villages without a piped water supply are scattered and 


the We depend upon isolated springs and wells. 

There is not much cause for comment for the water supply of the 

District as a whole. | 

Six Maps have been prepared showing the source, storage and distribution 
of all the Public and Private Water Supplies in the District. One copy 
hae heen n with the Somerset Gounty Council and one is kept in 
hand « These maps ahen very clearly the exact Poxdition of the Council's 
area with regard to piped water services and how well the District is 
—— in this respect. 

The ‘question of a new water supply for Luckwell Bridge in the Parish 

of Cutcombe is in hand. 

Water main extensions have been carried out at Wootton Courtenay, 


Williton and Doniford. 
RIVERS AND STREAMS . 


There is ne pollution of the Local Streams worth mentioning, other 

than the complaints with regard to the Wootton Courtenay and Withycombe 

sewerage emptying into the Local Streams. 

With regard to Withycombe, & new sewerage scheme has now been 

provided ana all the houses in the Village are connected up. 

A Local Inquiry by the Ministry of Health was held early in 1938, and 
the work has been carried out in accordance with the Schone approved 

by tally 

8 _ DRAINAGE Sk. 

Most of the larger Villages have a system of piped sewers which are 

kept in good working order. ‘he villages of Roadwater, Bossington, 

and Holford are however still unsewered. 

A Scheme has been prepared to provide a system of sewers for the 

whole of the Parish of Selworthy, which will include Allerford and 

Bossington, and the same is now before the Ministry of Health for 
their approval. 


A Local Inquiry by the Ministry of Health has been held, but the 
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outbreak of War has caused the Government to with~hold their consent. 
7. CLOSET » ACCOMMODATION. 
There are no cloaely built or populous centres in the District, where 
olosets on the conservancy system remain in any great quantity. 
There are still however scattered Privies and Harth Closets in the 
District, and these are to be found in every Parish. 


mne collection of house refuse in the District is dealt with by 
the Council in a very thorough manner, and practically the whole. of 
the Roral Area has its refuse collected. 
» Dumps are provided as followsi~ | 
1, At Bossington with a forced draught Incinerator to serve Porlock, 
\iuccombe, Selworthy, Wootton Courtenay and Minehead Without. 6 
2 At Dunster with a forced draught Incinerator to serve Dunster, 
yePimberscombe, Cutcombe,,.Carhampton, Withycombe and half of the Parish 
cf Old Cleeve. 
3. At Woolston to serve Williton, Treborough, Luxborough, hslf of the 
Parish of Old Cleeve, Netilecombe, Elworthy, Brompton Ralph, Monksilver 
Ola tworthy, Stogumber, Bickaoller and Sampford Brett. 
4. At Stringston to serve Strings ton, Dodington, Stogursey, West and 
East Quantoxhead, ki ive, Holford and Kilton. 
) The collections are made fortnightly for Porlock, illi ton and Dunster, 
and Monthly elsewhere. 
me whole of the collections are made by meams of a modern covered 
| Dustless Motor Vehicle, and there is no vaste or unsightliness during 
transit. 


SUMMARY OF WORKS DONE BY THE SANITARY INSPECTORS. 


Inspections. 1,047. 
Re~Inspections. 661. 


Total. 1,708. 
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Houses Redrainede . ane 55. Premises. Disinfected. 22. 
“New W.C*s Provided. 29. Milk Samples for Examination. 50. 
Premises Limed & Cleansed. 22. Water Samples for Analysis. 77. 
Slaughter House Inspections. 276. 

Dairy Inspections. 148. 


SCHOOLS. 


me Sanitary Condition and water supply to the Public Hlementary 


Schools are on the whole good. 


SANITARY ADMINISTRATION. 


The Sanitary Staff consists of Ur. R. B. Jackman, Inspector of Nuisances 
and Sanitary Surveyor, an whole time Officer, who holds the certificate 
of the Sanitary Institute as a Qualified Inspector, and is a Member 
of the Municipal and County Engineers, also.a Fellow of the 
Incorporated Association of Surveyors. 

Additional Sanitary Inspector, Mr.R.B.Perrett, M.S.1.A, who is also 

a Certified Inspector of Meat and Foods. 

The Slaughter Houses, Cowsheds and Dairies are now receiving the 
attention they require and conditions are consequently improving. 

The following Adoptive Acts are in force in the District:- 

Public Health Acts Amendment Acts 1890. 


Infectious Diseases Prevention Act 1890. 
HOUSING ACC CAL. ODA TION. 


The Housing conditions in the District has greatly improved, and 

the Council have erected altogether 507 houses since the last War, and 
has greatly improved the Housing Conditions in the District. 

It was the intention of the Council to erect a further 20 houses, and 
Tenders were received for 14 of them, but the present War has interfered 
with the programme. 

Careful attention is still being paid to the provisions of the Housing 
Acts. | 7 — 
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HOUSING. As required by the Ministry of Health. 


Number of new houses erected during the year:- 
(i) By the Local ‘Author’ ty. 


With State 
Assistance. 


6 ——v under Ho us ing Act 1936. 
Overcrowding. 
Other. 


> 
0 


Without State Assistance. 


(11) By other Bodies or persons. 
(a) With State Assistance. 


Housing Inspectionsi~ 

1. „ a Total number of dwelling houses 
inspected for housing defects (under 
public Health or Housing Acts). 


(b) Number of inspections made for the 


purpose. 
2. (a] Number of dwelling houses (included 
under Sub-head (1) above) which were 


inspected and recorded under the 
Housing Consolidated Regulations 1925. 


(v) Number of inspections made for the 
purpose. 


Se Number of dwelling houses found to 
! be in a state so dangerous or 
injurious to health as to be unfit 
for human habitation. 


4. Number of dwelling houses (exclusive 
of those referred to under the 
preceeding Sub-head) found not to be 
in all respects reasonably fit for 
human habitation. 


Housing Action. | 


(a) Number of defective dwelling houses 
rendered fit in consequence of informal 
action by the Local Authority or their 
Officers. 


(b] Number of houses demolished voluntarily, 
or in consequence of informal action. 


Action under Bta utory Powers during the fear: 


A. tyecesdings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 
of the Housing Act 19356. 


(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of 
which notices were served requiring repairs. 


(2) Number of dwelling houses which were 


rendered fit after service of formal notices. 


a) By Owners. 
b) By Local Authority in default of 
Owners. 


Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
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290. 
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Nil. 


AD TO yttetniM eat yd betinpst eA 


2 oo 


Lit 


efi „det SoA gutevoH ager 21 223 0 
LIM ,v 


‘ — A 26% 


. * ade ned 1 
„28 . , as lw ao ue 4 


W iene Wades 


re 2 EAT aun tot b toe | 125 4 
12 oA gaievoK to dd fee 


| ody tot oben: enoitosgant 50 * 1 . aS 


SOL 


“ bebslont) ‘@bauert e rod 


_ etew dotsdw (eveds d 
, ‘ett eb pets seat 222 5 


88 ase f enoiselugoi. — Prantl pt 


Sas e ee ee 


ot meted ae Zul ker * ‘aed 


onsgnsh oa ets 
n Bd “OF ee A TGS. e. ase 
5 . . ™ om Bie «moited idss 


898 


er engel asavod guilt N 
oct tebau *. Artz. ee 


od ot tom bret (Ded a4 
tot sit wann ook 
SS N N } 4 andra 


acaucsd ynitiews- eres 165 ‘to Neven | 
{fsorrotnt To someon oo ak tit betebast 
sted 70 rent Tego old NG mod: 


a ee * - 


treter Bene Kone b asse to Todt (G) — 
od 4. peftottos, Lamrotat to PARP EP Hy Ht eh 
8 


W sa 5 

ive 1 

weer e oft dau a ee, yrs, . ee 2 
el bas OL de ene ggege = ees . 
7D a arif of on bn 

to dose alt asavod 2 to roc (2)? 4 mo 


„„ .p SR eegot, eee hovige stg ee Spt eee Lut 


etew do Em acawol gatifewh to red (S??? 
„Seon Terror to soivres testis 1 orn 


$e 0 
i? 


8 eatenwO va 
To tiveteb at ysitodivA L[z00l M 
Litt „81e 


B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:~ 


(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect 
of which notices were served requiring 
defects to be remedied. Nil. 


(2) Bumber of dwelling houses in which 
defects were remedied after service 
of formal hotices:- 


8 ö By Owners. Nil. 
b) By Local Authority in default 
of Owners. Nil. 


CG. Proceedings under Sections 11, 15 and 26 
of the Housing Act 1936. 


(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect 


of which Demolition Orders were made. Nil. 

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished 
in pursuance of Demolition Orders. Nil. 
(3) Clearance Orders made. 111. 
(4) Clearance Orders confirmed. Nil. 
5 Number of Houses Involved. Nil. 
b) Bumber of Houses demolished. Nil. 


Housing Act 1936 - Overcrowdingi~ 


(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded 
at the end of the year. 10. 


(ii) Number of families dwelling therein. 10. 
(111) Number of persons dwelling therein. 73. 


(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported 
during the year. Nil. 


Housing Act 1936 — Overcrowding Contd:. 


(o) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding 
relieved during the year. 5. 


(11) Number of persons concerned in 
such cases. 40. 


(dA) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling 
houses have again become overcrowded after 
the Local Authority have taken steps for the 
abatement of overcrowding. Nil. 


(e) Any other particulars with respect to over- 
crowding conditions upon which the MEDICAL 
OFFICER OF HEALTH may consider it desirable 
to report. Hil. 
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MIL SSO Pop ey, 


Number of Producers en the Register. 196. 


‘Number of Distributors on the Register divided 
as follows:=- 8 


(a] Distributors only. 4. 
(b]) Distributors who are also Producers. 80. 
(A Producer is only included as a Distributor 
if he defihitely makes a business of selling 
his milk by retail to individual customers). 
Number of Licenses given to Graded Milk Distributors. Nil. 


(if any, give particulars of designation). 


MEAT SUPERVISION. 


_ Slaughter Houses. Licensed 8. Registered 6. Total 14. 
“Mumber of carcasses inspected during the year. 
Beasts. 173. Sheep. 378. Pigs. 246s 
: Meat Condemned. Whole Beasts. I. Whole Sheep. 2. 
Bovine: Lungs. 2. Bovine Livers. 5. Sheep Livers. 11. 


Pigs Lungs. 1. Pigs Livers. 3. Pigs Heads. 16. 


- SIGiED, 


B.Atkinson 7 
Medical Officer of Health 
To The Williton Rural District Council, 


Somerset. 


de eee oath he i dt 10 ro du 


8 teteiged si} he Kn to ieee 1 
~tawollot : 


* [a A * 
> 9 it peer! (a) 
N pind 28 
-08 .ateoubotd oats exp och, ene @), 
rig tee 
totuditteld s as bebulont yino at “xedubor? xy 
goiifee te aaentaud & asta Wes dt kleb en 14 ay 
-(atemoteuo Loubivibai of LEA er yd XII aA 
Ln . tr d ALA bebst) of nevig enge ld 20 ved 


„(do kgeng ssb te vage ovig. — * N * 
1 82 LE See Bia 


IAI eee 


10 


„IL LetoT . 8 We 8 Sühded f 4 tediguele 
TeX sat gatush betosgant r 
e ee eee .goed® ONL sates 
S derts elon . “.atasea e Tony 1 * 
TE .atevil dseds 8 erovid ontved 8 . aH ontvod 
E bsek as d E ed agit’ .f . aga agit 


* e nn ie ren . 6 Ae 
891 1 
Swern 
Vibes, wO bee toA gubewel 1 
ywoonbtthek fs) (09 


tise 10 4% 1720 180 Ben 
Lhonsed Jed Tau gef LEE ott or 


„Jesremos 


+A eae Vawe 


